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The Valley During The French And Indian War 

   Editor’s Note: The following article was adapted from a 
presentation given by the author as part of the Society’s 2007 
Fall Lecture Series. All photographs are courtesy of Pat 
Turner Ritchie. 
   When you think of a world war, you probably think of fight-
ing across the ocean in places with foreign-sounding names. 
That wasn’t the case with the French and Indian War. This 
was a world war fought on our front doorsteps and in our 
homes in Rockingham County. 
   This war started brewing in North America in the early 
1750s, only 25 years after the first white settlers began mov-
ing to the Shenandoah Valley. Augusta County then included 
Rockingham and land west to the Mississippi and beyond. 
Many of the Indian attacks during the war took place in old 
Augusta County. 
   The Valley’s “first” historian, Samuel Kercheval, wrote that 
whites and Indians lived peacefully in the same neighborhood 
for decades in the beginning of Valley settlement. Shawnee 
villages at Old Fields, near Moorefield, W.Va., and at 
Shawnee Springs, in Winchester, were located beside white 
villages. Large Indian groups traveled through the Valley and 
even camped at settlers’ farms. It was common to see north-
ern Indians like the Delaware traveling with captives from 
raids on southern Indians. According to tradition, two men 
who lived at Brocks Gap, Matthew Fulk and William Cherry-
holmes, had Indian wives. 
   In 1753, however, western Indians invited Valley Indians to 

by Pat Turner Ritchie 

Two views of part of Fort Hog, in Brocks Gap: the photograph on the left was taken this year; the image on the right was taken in 1966. 

move west. “In the spring of 1754, the Indians suddenly and 
unexpectedly moved off, and entirely left the Valley,” wrote 
Kercheval. The French and Indian War was about to begin. 
   The French and British had never been friends, and their 
colonists didn’t have much in common either. There were 
major cultural, language and religious differences between the 
groups. Probably the greatest cause of the war was that the 
French thought they owned most of North America. Likewise, 
the British thought they owned most of the continent.   
   Native American peoples also had cultural and language 
differences between groups, and they also fought over land. In 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Calendar Of Events 
 
Now Through Dec. 22 - Christmas in the Valley exhibit at 
the Heritage Center.  
 
Dec. 24-Jan. 1 - HRHS closed for the holidays. 
 
Beginning in January 2008 - Exhibit on transportation in the 
Valley, 18th-20th Century, at the Heritage Center. 
 
Jan. 14 - Shenandoah Valley Civil War Round Table:  
“George Stoneman:  A Biography of the Union General,” by 
Ben Fordney, 7 p.m., Rockingham Co. Admin. Bldg.  
 
Jan. 18 - Shenandoah Valley Regional Studies Seminar: 
Dawne Burke, Shepherd University, "An American Phoenix: 
A History of Storer College from Slavery to Desegregation, 
1865 - 1955," 3:35 p.m., Jackson Hall, JMU. 
 
Feb. 12 - Annual Lincoln Birthday Ceremony, 2 p.m., Lin-
coln Family Cemetery, Rt. 42 north of Harrisonburg. 
 
Feb. 15 - Shenandoah Valley Regional Studies Seminar: 
Walter Ghant, JMU History Dept., “An Annotated Diary of a 
‘Colored’ Community in Rockingham County, 1871-1879,” 
3:35 p.m., Jackson Hall, JMU. 
 
Feb. 21 -  Spring Lecture Series, “Africans, African-
Americans and American Frontier Culture,” by Eric Bryan, 
Deputy Director, Frontier Culture Museum, 7 p.m., at the 
Heritage Center. 
 
Mar. 21 - Shenandoah Valley Regional Studies Seminar: 
Catherine Tisinger, Shenandoah University History Dept., 
“The Henkel Family,” 3:35 p.m., Jackson Hall, JMU. 
 
Apr. 18 - Shenandoah Valley Regional Studies Seminar: 
Charles A. Miller, Lake Forest College (emeritus), “The 
Classics in the Appalachians,” 3:35 p.m., Jackson Hall, 
JMU. 

New Members 

 
2008 Newsletter Submission Deadlines  
 
· Winter 2008:  January 14 
· Spring 2008:  April 11 
· Summer 2008:  June 20 
· Fall 2008:  October 1 
 
   All articles are subject to editing. Ideas for feature 
articles must be submitted in advance of the article.  
   The editor reserves the right not to use unsolicited 
feature articles. Submissions should be sent by email to 
the editor (dharter@bridgewater.edu), or placed on a 
computer disk and mailed to Dale Harter, 5641 Glade 
View Dr., Bridgewater, VA 22812. 

Heritage Center Hours Of Operation 
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

(Office is closed Saturday) 
Office / Library (540) 879-2616  Museum: (540) 879-2681 

Internet site: http://www.heritagecenter.com 
Email: heritage@heritagecenter.com (for Mary Nelson, busi-

ness office, & library); museum@heritagecenter.com (for 
Richard Martin and museum) 
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If you change your email address,  please let us know 
by emailing the HRHS Administrator, Mary Nelson, 
at heritage@heritagecenter.com 

 
Don’t Rely On  

The Newsletter For All Of Your  
HRHS Information! 

 
Check Out  Our Website At  

www.heritagecenter.com 
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 Continued from the Summer 2007 newsletter 
 

The Diary of John B. Sheets, of Mt. Crawford 
Co. I, 33rd Virginia Infantry, C.S.A. 
 
Transcribed by Dale Harter 
HRHS Archivist 
 
   John B. Sheets enlisted June 22, 1861, in Harrisonburg, as a private in Co. I, 33rd Virginia Infantry Regiment. He was killed in 
action near High Bridge, Va., April 7, 1865, 18 days after his 27th birthday. 
 
Editor’s note: The diary is being transcribed as it was written, to include errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. Any in-
formation added by the editor will be enclosed in brackets [  ]. If a word is illegible, it will be noted with a question mark en-
closed by parentheses ( ? ). The same date format will be used for each entry. The diary begins on Jan. 1, 1863. 
 
Jan. 16, 1863 
Cloudy & windy in the morning. Cleared off about 10 a.m. Orders to move was countermanded. Went on post about 9 oclock     
a.m. On same post along the river Yankee picket on upper post inquiring of our men the best road to Richmond & c The Enemy 
built a road to the river in front of A P Hills Div, (?) 
Jan. 17, 1863 
Clear & very cold & windy. Relieved by 57th Regt Va. From 5th Brigade about 11 oclock a.m. Recd. a letter from A. P. Clarke I 
came in advance of Regt. All rejoiced to get back to camp. Extra baggage arrived from Gordonsville. Tents. 
Jan. 18, 1863 
Clear & cold Standing orders take up one day. Cooked rations on hand recd. a letter from Lady friend. quiet in camp. Preaching 
by Chaplain of 5th Regt (Walton) [Joseph] Lower returned to duty from 2d Brigade. 
Jan. 19, 1863 
Clear & cold. No news this morning. (Policing?) camp. Bought 5 pints cherries $5.00 4 lbs. butter $5.00. Reported this evening 
that the Yankees are crossing at Fredericksburg. Expecting orders to cook 3 days rations. 
Jan. 20, 1863 
Clear & cold in morning, evening cloudy. Brigade inspection at 4 oclock pm. Recd. a letter from (Brother?) George Had Baked 
dumplins for dinner, good All quiet yet. Commenced (raining?) after (?) 
Jan. 21, 1863 
Cloudy raining & cold all day No news in camp of interest Recd pay for the company of Maj. [Jacob R. Braithwate] Brathwaite 
for Nov & Dec. Capt [George Huston] officer of the guard Sent a paper to George. 
Jan. 22, 1863 
Cloudy & cold & still continues to rain. No news. Lt [Daniel W.] Huffman on Guard tonight. Reported that the Yankees are in 
New Market. Reports of a deep snow in the Valley. None here. The Boys are putting up fire places to their huts & tents. All quiet 
in camp. 
Jan. 23, 1863 
Cloudy & warm. Detailed on guard to night. Received pay as 2d Lieut. up to January 1st/63, 3 ms. & 6day $256 of Maj. 
Braithwaite. Recd. a letter from G W (Duey?). No news in camp All quiet. Capt [Henry Arthur] Herrell officer of the Day 
Jan. 24, 1863 
Cloudy & cold. Orders to send extra baggage to the rear. Relieved from guard duty at 4 oclock P.M. Bought 1 gal oysters at 
$4.00. 
Jan. 25, 1863 
Clear & pleasant all day All quiet yet. heard one report of cannon. Bible classes organized in the Regt. by chaplain. Class in com-
pany “I” Elected Capt Geo- Huston as their teacher. Preaching in the evening. Wrote a letter to G. W. (Duey?). 
Jan. 26, 1863 
Cloudy & warm in the morning evening clear. No news of interest Concert to come of to night. Admittance fee. Officers $1.00 
Privates 50cts. Orders recd about 9 oclock at night to cook one days rations, and put in haversacks. 
Jan. 27, 1863 
Raining & warm cold late in evening. All quiet. Commenced snowing after dark. Bought 6 lbs suger 31 ½ cts. 
Jan. 28, 1863 
Still snowing ground wet snow does not lay. (?) & continues to snow. don’t think the Yanks will trouble us at present. Full house 
at theater on both nights. dark & continues to snow. (commenced about 4 oclock a.m.) 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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this war, some tribes like the Delaware and Shawnee allied 
with the French. Some upstate New York tribes banded to-
gether as the Iroquois Confederation to become allies of the 
British. By 1750, Delaware and Shawnee groups had moved 
to the Forks of the Ohio (now Pittsburgh) to put distance be-
tween themselves and their enemies, the Iroquois and white 
Pennsylvania settlers.  
   Britain and France claimed this same land, and the land 
dispute turned into an international crisis. In 1755, British 
Maj. Gen. Edward Braddock came to Virginia to drive the 
French back to Canada. His soldiers left from Winchester and 
marched west through Cumberland, Md., on the way to the 
Forks of the Ohio. George Washington later wrote that in-
stead of pushing on with vigor over the rough road, Braddock 
had his men “level every molehill and erect bridges over 
every brook.”   
   On July 9, 1755, French forces ambushed and annihilated 
Braddock and his army before they reached the Forks. Their 
67 percent casualty rate made it one of the worst military de-
feats in American history. The Indians killed and scalped the 
wounded. Prisoners were tortured and burned at the stake. 
The panic of the survivors was so great that, when Braddock 
died during the retreat back to Fort Cumberland, they buried 
him in the road so pursuing Indians could not desecrate his 
body. Washington was Braddock’s only uninjured aide. 
   With the total defeat of the British army, the frontier was 
wide open to attacks by the French and their Indian allies. To 
make matters worse, they now had a “superhighway” leading 
to the settlements. A little more than a month after Brad-
dock’s defeat, Virginia Governor Robert Dinwiddie appointed 
the 24-year old Washington commander-in-chief of Virginia 
forces. His job was to defend 300 miles of backwoods settle-
ments along the whole length of the Shenandoah Valley.    

(Continued from page 1) 
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   Indian raids on the settlements began immediately; no place 
west of the Blue Ridge was safe. Small groups of Indian at-
tackers killed whites wherever they could be found. They 
often killed and scalped the men and carried off women and 
children to adopt into their tribes. If a woman or child could 
not keep up the pace, they were killed on the spot. 
   In September 1755, Dinwiddie took out an advertisement in 
the Virginia Gazette and chastised Augusta County settlers 
for deserting their homes. He tried to reassure them that the 
newly formed Virginia Rangers could protect them. His ad-
vertisement didn’t work. More settlers abandoned their homes 
and crops to flee east.  In four years, 1754-1758, Augusta 
County’s population declined by nearly half. 
   Col. Washington did not have enough troops, and men from 
one county were unwilling to aid in protecting another. “All 
my ideal hopes of raising a number of men to search the adja-
cent mountains have vanished into nothing,” wrote Washing-
ton in April 1756. “I am too little acquainted with pathetic 
language to attempt a description of the people’s distresses.” 
On Sept. 28, 1757, he noted, “The inhabitants of this valuable 
and very fertile valley are terrified beyond expression.”   
   Unlike victims of disasters in modern America, these refu-
gees did not have FEMA trailers or food distributed by the 
Red Cross. Nicholas Cain, from Brocks Gap, left his fertile 
100-acre farm for a new one in Albemarle County before 
1757. The Cains were fortunate because they could afford 
another farm in a safer area.  
   Others were not as lucky as the Cains. After Indians killed 
his wife and several children, Jacob Halterman (ancestor of 
most of the Haltermans in Rockingham County) and 39 other 
Mennonite families from the Luray area moved back to east-
ern Pennsylvania in 1758. Their circumstances were so des-
perate that they sent representatives to Holland to ask other 
Mennonites for aid, which they received. 
   To protect the central and southern parts of the Valley, the 
colonial government authorized the construction of 23 public 
forts from Hampshire County (now in West Virginia) south to 
the Mayo River. The plan was to have a fort every 20 to 25 
miles on the far west frontier, manned by soldiers from the 
Virginia Regiment and local militias. Washington built Fort 
Loudoun at Winchester and used it as his base of operations. 
   Capt. Peter Hog was in charge of building the forts in Au-
gusta County. They were to be built a certain size and shape, 

Left: Fred Mongold (l) and Charles Landes (r) portray settlers at the 
Treasure Mountain Festival; (Above) a sketch of Fort Hog by a 
young genealogist and historian named Pat Turner. 
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and all the trees within musket range were to be cut down. 
But while the soldiers were building the forts, they also had to 
harvest settlers’ crops and patrol for the enemy. Time and 
materials were in short supply. 
   Settlers, including those in Rockingham County, fortified 
their homes when public forts were too far away. Fort Harri-
son, at Dayton, was a stone house with a stockade and a tun-
nel that led to a water supply at Cooks Creek. The Turleytown 
blockhouse, near Singers Glen, was still standing in 1903. 
   Hog’s Fort, at Brocks Gap, began as a settlers’ fort, accord-
ing to historian Norman Baker. It was not one of the 23 public 
forts authorized by the government. One of the gateways into 
the Shenandoah Valley from the west, Brocks Gap was strate-
gically located and frequently used by the French and Indians. 
The fort was located about three miles inside Brocks Gap, 
between Third Hill and Grindstone Mountain and near the 
North Fork of the Shenandoah River. A strong spring is lo-
cated on the property. 
   When I was in high school in the 1960s, I gathered oral tra-
ditions about Fort Hog. The Turkeyhiser family owned the 
land during the 1750s, but the Fawley family bought the prop-
erty less than 50 years later. A Fawley descendant still owns 
the property. The Fawleys I interviewed said logs of the 
stockade were used to build the existing log house about 
1800. An old log kitchen that had been part of the fort had 
stood next to the existing house. All the people I interviewed 
remembered the loopholes in the kitchen, which could be 
used to shoot at Indians outside. Loopholes were in all three 
sides of the kitchen except the fireplace end. 
   The house owner at the time of my interviews, Lorraine 
Turner, showed me rocks that were likely the foundation 
stones for the kitchen. Their size indicated that the kitchen 
was as large as the house. It had a huge fireplace that could 
hold three kettles. Pauline Fawley Beard, who first saw the 
kitchen when she was a child, wrote to me. “Not being ac-
quainted with fine places [when she lived in Illinois], I 
thought that chimney and fireplace on the first floor were 
enormous,” said Beard.   
   The fort became known as Hog’s Fort because Washington 
reassigned Peter Hog to be its commander in 1757. Although 
he was Washington’s senior captain, Hog fell out of favor 
with the future president and was reassigned to Brocks Gap. 
The number of men who were garrisoned at Fort Hog is un-
known. In the spring of 1758, Hog sent some of his men to 
assist at Fort Upper Tract, which left him with 20 Rangers at 
Fort Hog. The fort must have been large enough to accommo-
date these Rangers, plus settlers. 
   The fort wasn’t enough to protect all of the Brocks Gap 
settlers. In November 1757, a Dutch resident was killed, and 
two others were taken prisoner. Family tradition says Arnold 
Custer, whose farm was on Runions Creek, was the murdered 
man. Estate records verify he died about this time. In early 
1758, three more people in Brocks Gap were killed: John 
States, Abraham Merchant and William Claypole. States 
owned a mill and was active in Augusta County affairs. Clay-
pole was part of the Claypole family of Hardy County, and 
his family was associated with the Harrison family. 
   Hog still commanded the fort as late as 1759. In an Augusta 
County court case between him and Abraham  

Bird that same year, Bird tried to get Hog’s soldiers to sign a 
petition for his removal.  Bird also wanted to be appointed as 
the fort’s new commander. Evidently Hog had fallen out of 
favor with his soldiers.   
   No evidence has been found to indicate Indians ever at-
tacked Fort Hog. However, some settlers in Brocks Gap had 
relatives at two important forts that were attacked in what is 
now Pendleton County. Fort Seybert was located only 15 
miles from Fort Hog, and Fort Upper Tract, one of the most 
western frontier settlements, was 20 miles away. In April 
1758, the biggest tragedy of the war in the Valley occurred at 
Forts Upper Tract and Seybert. Indians attacked both forts, 
completely destroying Upper Tract and killing all its defend-
ers. The Indians killed about half of the defenders of Fort 
Seybert and carried the rest into captivity.   
   Other attacks occurred near Brocks Gap that bloody spring. 
Less than 25 miles from Brocks Gap, George Painter’s home 
near Hamburg, in Shenandoah County, was attacked, and 48 
prisoners were taken in early May 1758. The attack on the 
Halterman family near Luray took place in spring 1758, caus-
ing several hundred families to flee to eastern Pennsylvania. 
   The conflict in the Valley ended as abruptly as it began 
when the French abandoned the Forks of the Ohio in 1759. 
After 250 years, stories from the war are no longer part of 
family memories and must be researched in books and archi-
val records. To keep alive local traditions in Pendleton 
County, Treasure Mountain Festival re-enactors annually 
commemorate the burning of Fort Seybert. Descendants of 
Killbuck, the Indian chief who led the attack, are guests of 
honor at the festival parade. Once again in old Augusta 
County, whites and Indians meet peacefully and as friends. 
 
Select Sources for the French & Indian War in the Valley 
· John S. Flory, “A Visit to the Turleytown Blockhouse,”    

University of Virginia Magazine, Feb. 1903, p. 232-236. 
· Samuel Kercheval, A History of the Valley of Virginia. 
· John W. Wayland, Twenty-Five Chapters on the Shenan-

doah Valley. 
· Norman L. Baker, French & Indian War in Frederick 

County, Virginia. 

(Left to right) Wayne Turner, Garnett Turner, Gloria Fortney 
(descendant of Chief Killbuck) and Gifford Turner at the Treasure 
Mountain Festival. 
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Acquisitions 
 

The Harrisonburg-Rockingham Historical Society appreciates the following acquisitions  
received since the Summer 2007 newsletter was issued: 

 
Library 
 
· Norman Wenger donated Unionists and the Civil War Experience Volume IV, by Emmert F. Bittinger, David S. Rodes and 

Norman R. Wenger. 
· Jack Knee donated A Right To Be Here, by Alma Fultz Binford, and Families of Our Common Ancestors with the Surname 

Kny/Knie/Knee. 
· Pat Turner Ritchie donated a copy her book, the Catherine Fulk Bible. 
· Wm. D. Rexroad donated a copy of his book, George Rexrode Senior, of Virginia. 
· Genevieve Arbogast donated a copy of her book, God Blew and They Were Scattered – Peter’s People (The Colonial Years) 

Book II. 
· Leallah Franklin donated Descendants of Thomas Looker ‘The Quaker’, Early Settler of Rockingham Co., VA. 
· Jeanine Ricketts donated Our Buckner Heritage. 
 
Archives* 
 
· Garnett Turner and Pat Turner Ritchie donated a ledger kept by the Confederate Commissary in Harrisonburg during the 

Civil War. See article on p. 8 for more details. 
 
* Archival donations, unless noted, must be processed and are not available for use at this time. Check upcoming newsletters to 
find out when they will be available for researchers or contact the Society’s archivist, Dale Harter, at dharter@bridgewater.edu. 

 
Jan. 29, 1863 
Clear & cold. Snow about 10 inches deep, pleasant all day sun shines bright Regimental court martial in session Capt Huston 
president. 
Jan. 30, 1863 
Clear & cold. No news of interest in camp. Concert last n Roads very bad.  
Jan. 31, 1863 
Clear & cold in morning. pleasant all day No news of interest in papers. 
Feb. 1, 1863 
Clear & pleasant all day. All quiet. Rumer of the breaking of the Blockade at Charlestown Harbour. Preaching in the 5th [Virginia 
Infantry Regiment] 
Feb. 2, 1863 
Clear & pleasant all day the papers confirm the report yesterday of the Raising of the Blockade at Charleston S.C. other interest-
ing news in the papers. Lt Huffman on guard. 
Feb. 3, 1863 
Commenced snowing about daybreak & continued about 2 hours & cleared up cold. Detailed for guard to night. Guard relieved 
except 5 privates Very cold last night, Settled our mess acct & commissary Bills $26.50 
Feb. 4, 1863 
Clear & cold Sun shining bright. No news of interest. Samuel Harman sent on detached duty in Valley. Recd. a letter from (?) 
Feb. 5, 1863 
Commenced snowing about daylight & continued until abt noon & commenced raining & rain all night. Nothing of interest (?) to 
send up furloughs again [Franklin] Lambert reported for duty from Hospital 
Feb. 6, 1863 
Raining near all day _ Cleared up late in evening Wm H Foley [company drummer] returned to duty. No news, all quiet. 
 
To be continued in the Winter 2008 newsletter . . . .  

(Sheets Diary, continued from page 3) 
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Bonnie L. Paul, P.C. 

Attorney at Law 
 

4159 Quarles Court, Harrisonburg, Va. 
540-433-0990; 540-433-2691 (fax) 

estate@cfw.com 
 

 
Rocky’s Gold, Silver & Antiques 

U.S. Rt. 11, Exit 235 off I-81 
1-800-296-8676 

Over 26,000 sq. ft. of sterling flatware, jewelry 
of all kinds, giftware, antiques & more. 

Open Monday—Saturday, 10-5 
We Buy Gold, Silver & Antiques  

 
Green Valley Auctions, Inc. 

2259 Green Valley Ln. 
Mt. Crawford, Va. 

 
See our website at  

www.greenvalley.auctions.com 
for auction schedule and information 

(540) 434-4260  

   These businesses, along with Rocco Building Supplies LLC (Patron Level), Bridgewater IGA (Associate 
Level), Mill Cabinet Shop, Stern & Heatwole Financial Group and Fred D. Shank, Jr. (Friend Level), are 
charter business members. If your business would like to be a supporter of HRHS, contact Mary Nelson, at 
879-2616, or Jeff Evans, at 434-4260, for more information. Basic Business memberships start at $50. 

We Would Like To Thank Our Patron And Sponsor-Level 
Businesses For Their Proud Support Of HRHS 

WMI 
Whitney Management, Inc. 

Management and Consulting  
for the Transportation Industry 

 
Richard L. Showalter, President 

 
P.O. Box 942                    Office: 540-434-4432 
Dayton, Virginia 22821    Cell: 540-820-6025 

 

New In The HRHS Bookstore 
 
· Emmert F. Bittinger, David S. Rodes, and Norman R. Wenger, 

Unionists and the Civil War Experience in The Shenandoah Val-
ley, Volume IV. 

· Charles Culbertson, Staunton, Virginia: Another Treasury of His-
toric Tales. 

· Shirley Grose, Augusta County, Virginia Heritage Book 1732-
1998.  

· Carol M. DeHart, John L. Heatwole - The Word Gatherer.  
· Jan Hensley, Sallie’s Story: An Exploration into the Lives of the 

Hensley, Maiden, Meadows, Gardner and Smith Families of 
Rockingham, Page and Albemarle Counties, Virginia. 

· James O. Lehman & Steven M. Nolt, Mennonites, Amish and the 
American Civil War.  

· Christine Michaels, Massanutten.  
· Patricia Turner Ritchie, Catherine Fulk Bible.  
· Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation, Give the Enemy No 

Rest – Sheridan’s 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  

 

Call For Papers 
 
   The Shenandoah Valley Regional Studies Seminar seeks 
papers on topics of regional and historical interest. Papers 
are encouraged on a wide variety of subjects relative to the 
Shenandoah Valley and related regions.  
   The seminar is multidisciplinary and intended for histo-
rians, anthropologists, geographers and other social scien-
tists, as well as botanists, writers, students of literature and 
independent scholars. The seminar meets at 3:35 p.m., the 
third Friday of every month during the academic year at 
James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Va. 
   Deadline for submissions for the 2008-2009 academic 
year is 1 April 2008. For more information contact: 
 
J. Chris Arndt Professor of History 
James Madison University 
Harrisonburg, VA 22807 
(540) 568-3993; E-mail: arndtjc@jmu.edu. 
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Designated Donations To HRHS 
 
   Is there a specific area or program in the Harrisonburg-
Rockingham Historical Society you would like to support 
financially, while honoring or remembering a friend or loved 
one at the same time? 
  Maybe it’s the library, the Cromer-Trumbo House, the mu-
seum or the archives? Perhaps you want to support the opera-
tion of the business office or the upkeep of the lawn and gar-
dens around the Heritage Center? 
   If you see a need, consider a monetary gift to HRHS. For 
every $25 or greater donation, we will recognize your contri-
bution, the person(s) you want to honor or remember and the 
area/program you want to support in a special section of the 
newsletter. 
   You can make your donation by mailing a check to: HRHS, 
P.O. Box 716, Dayton, VA 22821. Please be sure to designate 
on the check the area you want to support and the person(s) 
you want to honor or remember.  
   All donations are fully tax deductible. 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
 
Name:  Jane Smootz 
 
Home:  New Market native; lives near Singers Glen 
 
Spouse:   Bill Smootz (Timberville native) 
 
Children:  Two sons (George and Jim), one daughter (Lee) 
    Five grandchildren 
 
Occupation:  Retired hairdresser, real estate agent, school aide 
 
   Jane has been volunteering in the genealogical library every Friday 
since November 1994. She found out about HRHS from Sidney Bland, a former Society president, while cutting his hair!  
   Jane’s volunteer duties consist of helping researchers and processing additions to the genealogical library; she calls herself “The 
Friday Upstairs Maid.” She also is a proud member of the “Vee Gees.” 
   What she likes most about volunteering? Helping researchers. “It’s really exciting!” 

 

Confederate Commissary Ledger 
Donated To Society  
 
   A Rockingham County father and daughter recently gave a 
piece of history to HRHS that will add new insight into the Civil 
War in Harrisonburg and Rockingham County. 
   Garnett Turner and Pat Turner Ritchie donated a ledger kept by 
Maj. A. H. Johnson, Confederate Commissary of Subsistence in 
Harrisonburg, between October 1862 and February 1865. The 
ledger records Johnson’s official transactions during that period, 
including provisions received and issued, quarterly reports, bills 
paid and personal property sold by Confederate Army orders. 
   Turner and Ritchie purchased the ledger from a private owner. 
Fortunately for HRHS, the University of Virginia’s Alderman 
Library declined an offer to buy the ledger in 1955. Ritchie first 
learned about the ledger last year from the late John Heatwole. 
Before he passed away, Heatwole examined part of the ledger 
and left notes on some of the information he found.  
   As revealed in Heatwole’s notes, the ledger is full of informa-
tion for researchers, including names of local residents who sold 
provisions to the commissary. Other entries record the move-
ments of various units through Harrisonburg, including the Jeff 
Davis Legion, McNeill’s Rangers and regiments from the Stone-
wall Brigade. Because many Confederate staff officers are listed 
in the ledger, Heatwole donated three reference books for re-
searchers to use in identifying names. 
   At present, HRHS is deciding how the original ledger can be 
best preserved and still be used by researchers. Thanks again to 
Ritchie, DVD copies of the ledger have been made that now are 
available for use by visitors to the Society’s genealogical re-
search library in Dayton. 

HRHS Wish List—Volunteer Gardener! 
 
   HRHS needs a volunteer to care for our indoor 
planter. Tasks involve visiting the Heritage Center 
once a week to water, feed, spray, prune, etc.  
   We also want to thank Charles Campbell for his 
years of caring for our indoor and outdoor plants. 
   Interested persons should contact Mary Nelson, 
the HRHS administrator, at (540) 879-2616. 
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QUILT RAFFLE 
TO BENEFIT HRHS 

 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

FOLKLORE MOTIF 
 

60” x 90” 
Pieced by Polly Scott 

Hand Quilted by Museum Volunteers 
 

Drawing: June 2008 
 

Donation: $1 each 
 

Clip ticket and mail to:  
HRHS, P. O. Box 716, Dayton, VA 22821 

 
Clip here � ----------------------------------------- 
 
Name:________________________________   
 
Address:______________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________ 
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Christmas in the Valley 
 
On exhibit through Dec. 22, at the Heritage Center. 
 
   Our "Christmas in the Valley" exhibit is sure to bring back your 
childhood memories of Christmases past.    
   The exhibit features feather trees, German ornaments, Santas and 
other delightful Christmas decorations from the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Also included are some of the toys that little girls and 
boys received from Saint Nicholas. 
   Items on display are from the collections of the Society, Beverley 
Evans and Janet Downs. 
   The exhibit is being co-curated by Evans and Richard Martin, the 
museum curator.  
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Christmas in Harrisonburg, 1878 
 
   “The time honored custom of having a good time has not altogether departed from midst – especially during 
these Christmas times just coming to a close. Monday of last week was about as quiet as usual, with an occa-
sional tinkle of a sleigh bell only to break the monotonous quietude, and perhaps a very meagre amount of egg 
nogg drinking, which, if indulged in at all, did not progress with vigor sufficient to produce a single war 
whoop. 

   Tuesday morning was somewhat boisterous, but it was only as the ripples that fuffle the 
bosom of the lake, foreboding the gale that shall follow . . . . Christmas Eve was not, by 
great odds, as noisy as many of its predecessors. The little fellows seemed as though they were really contemplat-
ing the hard times, and, as if coming to the conclusion that it would be too prodigal an outlay to invest in an en-
tire pack of fire crackers, they very economically, and perhaps philosophically, purchased a pack together, gave 
one hurried pop around, belched forth one relentless blast on their ear-splitting horns, and retired for the evening, 
many of them no doubt inserting in their orisons for the night more requests to Kris Kringle for the such things as 
their impecuniosity lead them to think would have to be secured in some miraculous manner, if at all, than any 
special benedictions on themselves, or thanks for past favors. We think perhaps some of them put in a word or so 

for snow in their prayers, but if so it proved ineffectual; the snow of the week previous had to suffice. 
   Christmas morning was very quiet, and apparently no one was aware that this grand  anniversary had arrived. Towards the middle 
of the afternoon, however, things began to assume a different aspect, and as night came on the streets were thronged with people of 
all sizes, without regard to race, color or previous condition of servitude, all brim full of a mixture composed of egg-nogg, Tom and 
Jerry, Hot Scotch, enthusiasm and Christmas. Things were now fully as noisy as the most enthusiastic could wish for or ask, the 
Square was fully illumined and warmed by several large bonfires, fed by any stray goods box, barrel or sewing machine case that 
may have been left at large by the unthoughted proprietor. About 7 o’clock the ‘sleighs and four’ . . .  made its grand entrée, which 
seemed to give renewed energy and to redouble the vigor of the small boys in their determination to keep time with the thump of 
the onward march of Christmas, and as the noisy cavalcade approached there was a noticeable increase in the din and confusion . . . 
.  
   When this noisy company had several times traversed the streets, they retired, having the pleasant satisfaction of knowing that 
they had given the festivities an impetus that would not exhaust itself before the hours had grown small. 
   The excitement was kept up till near midnight, when the fires on the streets began to flicker and wane, and the ‘firewater’ to lose 
its exhilarating effects, and the fire and the boys simultaneously fell asleep, and on Christmas, 1878, 
the curtain dropped. 
   The police very wisely, we think, did not interfere with any of these festivities, as we supposed they 
had been instructed by the Mayor to let the boys make a night of it, so long as they kept within the 
bounds of reasonable hilarity, and no casualty occurred that we have heard of, to contradict the sensi-
bleness of their course.”   
 
Rockingham Register, Jan. 2, 1879 
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Order by phone or 
from the website. 
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The Back 40 
 

Preserving The John Kline Homestead 
 
   In 1822, a young man named John Kline built himself a sizeable brick 
home on the land he owned along Linville Creek. At the time, he was not 
famous, just another farmer trying to make a living by the sweat of his 
brow. But when he joined the German Baptist Brethren church and became 
a minister in the 1830s, Kline embarked on a path of service and peace that 
ultimately ended with his murder on June 15, 1864, just a few miles west of 
his home. Although he did not consciously seek worldly fame, John Kline 
became one of the most important figures in the history of Rockingham 
County and the central Shenandoah Valley. 
   Now, roughly 185 years after it was built, an organization known as the 
John Kline Homestead Preservation Fund is raising funds to purchase and preserve the house, which now is located within the town 
limits of Broadway and in the path of potential development. Once the purchase is complete, the organization plans to use the house 
as a place where visitors can come to learn about Kline, 19th century life in the Valley, and how the Civil War affected members of 
the Brethren faith. Ultimately, the organization wants to raise $1.4 million, which will be used to purchase the house, outbuildings 
and eight acres of land. 
   If you would like more information about the project, contact Pastor Paul Roth at the Linville Creek Church of the Brethren, 540-
896-5001. You also can send donations and pledges to Linville Creek Church of the Brethren, P. O. Box 274, Broadway, VA 22815. 
Designate your donation or pledge to the John Kline Homestead Preservation Trust. 
 
           Dale Harter    
 
              

 

H a r r i s o n b u r g  —  R o c k i n g h a m  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y 


